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GDPR UPDATE: DPO NOW INCLUDED IN 

ROMANIAN CLASSIFICATION OF OCCUPATIONS  

 

In preparation for the EU General Data Protection Regulation ("GDPR"), which comes 

into force in May 2018, Romania has updated its Classification of Occupations (COR) to 

include data protection officers (DPOs).  

According to the GDPR "the data protection officer may be a staff member of the 

controller or processor, or fulfil the tasks on the basis of a service contract"
1
. In other 

words, companies may choose to appoint an internal DPO, who is already a member of 

the company's staff, or an external DPO (e.g. lawyers, data privacy specialists). 

Particularly the possibility to appoint an existing employee as DPO has led to numerous 

discussions and debates in the business field on the necessity of including the DPO 

occupation in the Romanian COR or not.  

Although there were voices against the above proposal, the majority of interested 

persons found this approach to be both necessary and welcome, not only for data 

privacy purposes, but mainly from an employment law perspective.  

In this context, the Minister of Labor and Social Justice decided to update the COR to 

expressly provide for the DPO occupation, by Order no. 1786/5384/2017 on the 

amendment and completion of the Classification of Operations in Romania ("Order no. 

1786/5384/2017"). Thus, the "DPO occupation" – in Romanian "responsabil cu protecția 

datelor" - is now provided for in the COR under code 242231. 

Order no. 1786/5384/2017 was published on 21 November 2017 in the Romanian 

Official Gazette no. 909, Part I and entered into force on the same day.  

For the full content of the COR, please refer to Order no. 1832/856/2011 of the Minister of 

Labor, Family and Social Protection and of the President of the National Institute of 

Statistics on the approval of the Classification of Occupations in Romania - as amended 

and completed.  
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About WOLF THEISS 

Wolf Theiss is one of the leading law firms in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe 

(CEE/SEE). We have built our reputation on a combination of unrivalled local knowledge 

and strong international capability. We opened our first office in Vienna over 60 years 

ago. Our team now brings together over 340 lawyers from a diverse range of 

backgrounds, working in offices in 13 countries throughout the CEE/SEE region. 

Our dedicated Wolf Theiss Cross-Border Data Privacy Task Force is comprised of 

experienced legal and IT professionals who have specific experience in providing 

integrated solutions to our clients in swiftly developing areas of law such as GDPR, Anti-

Money Laundering, compliance, data and cyber security. We work across all industry 

and business sectors that are impacted by the tremendous changes and challenges that 

have been introduced by the technological innovations of the digital age. 

For more information about our services, please contact: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Maxim 

Partner 

maria.maxim@wolftheiss.com 

T: +40 21 308 8100 
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daniela.dosan@wolftheiss.com 

T: +40 21 308 8100 

 
This memorandum has been prepared solely for the purpose of general 

information and is not a substitute for legal advice.  

 
Therefore, WOLF THEISS accepts no responsibility if – in reliance on 

the information contained in this memorandum – you act, or fail to act, 

in any particular way.  

 
If you would like to know more about the topics covered in this 

memorandum or our services in general, please get in touch with your 

usual WOLF THEISS contact or with: 

 
Wolf Theiss Rechtsanwälte GmbH & Co KG 

Gheorghe Polizu 58-60 

13th floor, sector 1, 011062 

Bucharest 

 
T: +40 21 308 81 00 

F: +40 21 308 81 25 

bucuresti@wolftheiss.com 
 

www.wolftheiss.com 


