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ABOLISHMENT OF STAMP DUTIES ON RESIDENTIAL
LEASE AGREEMENTS

A PECULIARITY OF AUSTRIAN LAW HAS - PARTIALLY - BEEN ABOLISHED.

Stamp duties on certain legal transactions were introduced nearly 300 years ago to
enable the illiterate to enter into legal agreements. Even after the decrease in illiteracy,
these stamp duties have never been abolished.

Lease agreements are legal transactions that trigger such stamp duty in the amount of
1% of the total rent for the term of the agreement (up to a maximum of 18 years, or in
case of residential lease agreements up to a maximum of three years).

As of 11 November 2017 this has changed: Residential lease agreements that are
entered into as of this date will no longer trigger stamp duty. This amendment has been
debated for quite a while and was finally adopted in October 2017 right before the
elections for the Austrian Parliament.

However, all other lease and tenancy agreements, in particular for shops, storage
facilities, parking spaces etc. will still trigger fees.
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About WOLF THEISS

Wolf Theiss is one of the leading law firms in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe
(CEE/SEE). We have built our reputation on a combination of unrivalled local knowledge
and strong international capability. We opened our first office in Vienna almost 60 years
ago. Our team now brings together over 340 lawyers from a diverse range of
backgrounds, working in offices in 13 countries throughout the CEE/SEE region.

For more information about our services, please contact:

This memorandum has been prepared solely for the purpose of general
information and is not a substitute for legal advice.

Therefore, WOLF THEISS accepts no responsibility if — in reliance on
the information contained in this memorandum - you act, or fail to act,
in any particular way.

If you would like to know more about the topics covered in this
memorandum or our services in general, please get in touch with your
usual WOLF THEISS contact or with:

Wolf Theiss
Schubertring 6
AT - 1010 Vienna

www.wolftheiss.com

Birgit Kraml
Counsel
birgit. kraml@wolftheiss.com

T: +43 1 51510 5360
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