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THE FIRST ACTION PLAN FOR THE APPLICATION 

OF THE GDPR HAS BEEN PUBLISHED BY THE 

ROMANIAN DATA PROTECTION AUTHORITY  

 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE BY DATA CONTROLLERS? 

On September 21st, 2017, the National Supervisory Authority for Personal Data Processing 

("RDPA") published on its website a Guidance regarding the application of the General 

Data Protection Regulation (the "Guidance"), for the benefit of the data controllers 

performing personal data processing activities that fall under the jurisdiction of the 

Romanian law. 

The Guidance essentially provides a summary roadmap that must be followed by such 

data controllers in order to ensure their compliance with the GDPR requirements of the 

personal data processing operations which they perform. 

A first benchmark in such roadmap consists of the appointment of a Data Protection 

Officer ("DPO"). Even though the GDPR expressly provides an obligation to appoint a DPO 

only in certain situations or to certain data controllers, RDPA recommends that any 

entity should appoint such DPO, as it represents a major advantage for the data 

controller in view of understanding and fulfilling the GDPR requirements. 

Moreover, the Guidance recommends that data controllers and data processors should 

proceed with the identification of the personal data processing operations they 

effectively perform, and the drawing up and keeping records of the results thereof.  

The actions to be performed in view of complying with the GDPR requirements must be 

identified and prioritized based upon the risks that the processing operations raise in 

relation to data subjects rights and liberties. Furthermore, depending upon the results of 

the above data processing identification process, the need to perform a Privacy Impact 

Assessment must be assessed on a case by case basis. 

The RDPA also made recommendations regarding the internal data privacy related 

documentation of data controllers. Thus, in order to permanently ensure a high level of 

protection for the personal data they process, data controllers must draft and implement 

adequate internal procedures covering all the potential data breach incidents that may 

occur during the performing of the data processing activities. Among those particularly 

noteworthy aspects that should be regulated by such procedures are:  (i) the privacy by 

design and privacy by default requirements; and (ii) procedures for handling data 

subject requests made in the exercising of their data protection rights or changes to 

ensure the confidentiality and the security of the processing activities. 
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For details on the above, you may consult the full content of the Guidance on the RDPA's 

website, at  

http://dataprotection.ro/index.jsp?page=Regulamentul_nr_679_2016&lang=ro 

 

About WOLF THEISS 

Wolf Theiss is one of the leading law firms in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe 

(CEE/SEE). We have built our reputation on a combination of unrivalled local knowledge 

and strong international capability. We opened our first office in Vienna almost 60 years 

ago. Our team now brings together over 340 lawyers from a diverse range of 

backgrounds, working in offices in 13 countries throughout the CEE/SEE region. 
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This memorandum has been prepared solely for the purpose of general 

information and is not a substitute for legal advice.  

 

Therefore, WOLF THEISS accepts no responsibility if – in reliance on 
the information contained in this memorandum – you act, or fail to act, 

in any particular way.  

 

If you would like to know more about the topics covered in this 
memorandum or our services in general, please get in touch with your 

usual WOLF THEISS contact or with: 

 

Wolf Theiss Rechtsanwälte GmbH & Co KG 

Gheorghe Polizu 58-60 
13th floor, sector 1, 011062 

Bucharest 

 
T: +40 21 308 81 00 

F: +40 21 308 81 25 

bucuresti@wolftheiss.com 
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